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CLIENT SPOTLIGHT

“The Hope Center saved my life. They gave me all the 
tools I needed to survive and thrive.”

I started using 
alcohol and 
marijuana when 
I was 11. Crack 
found me when 
I was about 
26, and I came 
to the Hope 

Center at age 43. An old friend there 
encouraged me to go to detox, so I did. 
One of the guys in the recovery program 
started taking me to recovery classes. 
At one point, I was outside and an old 
friend of mine who had gone through 
the recovery program pulled up in his 
car. I hadn’t seen him in ten years, and he 
gave me a big hug and said, “Don’t go 
anywhere. You’re in the best place you 
can possibly be.” 

I entered the program in June 2007. I had 
stopped using many times but staying 
clean was a different thing. I had been in 
treatment eight times before. This time, 
it clicked. I listened, I shared, I examined 
myself, and I did the things I was asked to 
do. Recovery is real work. 

I was able to connect with my higher 
power here. When I came to the Hope 
Center, I was homeless, I had nothing, but 
I could look and see the evidence of God 
in my life, God putting other people in my 
life to challenge me to think differently. 
I allowed people to look at my behavior 
and help me with it, rather than taking 
offense at their comments. 

I graduated that November and stayed on 
as a peer mentor. I then found a job and 

moved out. I found my wife, we bought 
a house, and we are building a life 
together. We’ve been married ten years. 
We have started two new businesses of 
our own. 

I have a strong support system, I take 
responsibility for me and my family, and 
I have friends in recovery whom I talk to 
regularly. This is living. When I was using, 
I was dying, slowly killing myself every 
day. Today, there are no issues with drugs 
and alcohol. This is the world I choose to 
live in. I’m happy with who I am in every 
aspect. The Hope Center saved my life. 
They gave me all the tools I needed to 
survive and thrive. Help is here. Help is 
right now.

David W.

Visit hopectr.org to help.



OUR MISSION: To care for homeless and at-risk persons by 

providing life-sustaining and life-rebuilding services that are 

comprehensive and address underlying causes.

We Help. We Heal. We Give Hope.

EIGHT BUILDINGS, THIRTEEN 
PROGRAMS, THOUSANDS HELPED 
THE SUM OF WHAT WE DO 
by Cecil Dunn, Executive Director

Sometimes it’s good to look at the big picture. Your 
support helps homeless people in so many different ways 
that at times we don’t focus on the overall effect. But 
here is what you make happen.

In all our different facilities combined, in 2018 you 
provided: over 210,000 nights of lodging; nearly 
450,000 meals; and over 68,000 food items from the 
HopeMobile for people on the street.

I will be the first to tell you that, when it comes to helping 
the people we help, food and shelter alone are not 
enough. But they are critical. They are the necessary first 
step. If we get people sheltered and fed, then we can 
find out what it will take to get them to the point that 
they will be able to take care of themselves. Here are just 
a few examples of the basic services you made possible 
in 2018:

• Recovery programs welcomed  
over 900 entrants

• The health clinic handled over 
2,000 patient visits

• The mental health program 
interacted with clients nearly  
900 times.

• The employment program helped 
more than 1,300 clients find work

• Outreach programs made more 
than 15,000 individual contacts

You make this happen along with our board of directors, 
93 dedicated and caring staff members and volunteers, 
who gave over 1,300 hours.

When we communicate with you we often tell you 
individual stories that demonstrate how the Hope Center 
saves lives. These are important stories. As is sometimes 
said, these stories make things real. You hear, in their own 
words, how clients reclaim their lives. 

It is also worthwhile to take a step back occasionally and 
appreciate the scope of what we all do. Like I mentioned 
above, the big picture. You and I can’t save everybody. 
But we do help a lot of people save themselves.

I will never hesitate to express to you not only my own 
gratitude, but the gratitude of all the men and women of 
the Hope Center – clients, staff, and volunteers. Thank 
you.

P.S., In the last newsletter I mentioned our newest 
building. Watch for information on the grand opening 
and please join us. 

APRIL 2019



WE HELP. WE HEAL. WE GIVE HOPE. 

MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 6
Lexington, KY 40588

FACILITIES
Emergency Shelter
Ball-Quantrell Jones Center  

for Women
George Privett Recovery 
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Don and Cathy Jacobs House
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Fayette County Detention 
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House
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PHONE
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WEBSITE: 
www.hopectr.org
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Cecil Dunn
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It takes great spaces to do life-changing work at 
the Hope Center. Our existing room sponsors 
– see below - have helped us create welcoming 
spaces for our clients with furniture, furnishings 
and artwork. Now it is your chance to do the same!

Our new Permanent Housing Building on Loudon 
Avenue will open this May. This building has 48 
drug- and alcohol-free affordable housing units 
on its second and third floors. The first floor has 
three large community/meeting rooms. These are 
state-of-the-art, modern meeting rooms for client 
classes, NA and AA meetings, community events 
and outside resource meeting space for  
our clients.

We have two large rooms left for sponsorship: 
the Blue Room and the Green Room. All room 
sponsorships include a plaque at the room 
entrance, business logo on display inside the 
room, publicity at the grand opening event, 
mentions in all Hope Center publications and 
social media, exposure at Hope Center events and 
use of room for a community event if desired. We 
also have some rooms needing sponsors at the 
Ball-Quantrell Jones Center for Women.  

Contact: Carrie Thayer at 859-225-4673 or  
cthayer@hopectr.org for more information. 

Women’s Center Expansion:

• Health Clinic: Mr. and Mrs. James 
Blackerby and Family

• Common Area 1: Coalition for Public 
Safety and the Justice Action Network

• Common Area 2: Mr. and Mrs. James 
and Katherine Park

NEW Permanent Housing Building:

• Yellow Room: PNC Foundation

• Garden Top Patio: Aramark

Be a Part of the Future of Rebuilding Lives

Thank you to our existing room sponsors:

WC Living Room

Blue Room

Green Room

WC Cafeteria Hallway

WC Residential Room



WORDS OF HOPE / APRIL 2019

April is National Poetry Month, and while most people might not connect recovery and poetry, many of our clients write 
poems as part of their recovery journey. It’s our pleasure to share a poem from women’s recovery client Mary N.

   

Cum Laude Sponsors: 
Computer Services and Solutions
PNC Bank
Wabuck Development Company, Inc.
WUKY

Dean’s List Sponsors:
Alltech
BB&T
Beacon/SOCAYR 
Central Bank & Trust Co.
Judge Tommy and Bonita Chandler

Clay Ingels Co.
Community Trust Wealth & Trust 

Management
Jean & Gene Cravens
Judy & Cecil Dunn
Fifth Third Bank
Harrod Concrete & Stone
integrity/Architecture
James Motor Company
Jerry and Charlotte Lundergan
Kentucky Employers Mutual  

Insurance (KEMI)

LEX18
Lexington Housing Authority
Pieratt’s Inc.
Quantrell Auto Group
Erin and Bill Rouse
Spectrum Construction
Robert and Ruth Straus
TOPS Marketing Group
UK Healthcare
US Bank
Valvoline

WealthSouth
WesBanco Bank, Inc.
Dr. Joseph Zerga  

Crediting much of his success to his humble beginnings, Dr. Adolph Brown was reared by a single 
mother in the abject poverty of the inner city housing projects infested with gangs, drugs and 
violence. He was the first in his family to participate in Head Start, graduate from high school 
and attend college. Dr. Brown is now an author, researcher, educator, businessman and keynote 
speaker whose presentation is unique, powerful and relevant to empowering others  
through education.

To Benefit

MAY 16 AT NOON  
THE CARRICK HOUSE

Don & Mira Ball present

with support from Cathy Jacobs &  
Don Jacobs Sr. Charitable Foundation

Tickets: $65 each including tax.    oneparentscholarhouse.org    (859) 225-4673

featuring
Dr. Adolph Brown

My life had fallen into shambles
I knew I had no way out.
A head full of crazy thoughts, 
A heart full of shame and doubt.

When times got hard
And life seemed too much to handle, 
I always turned to drugs, 
Like the burning of a candle.

They stopped working for me.
I knew nothing but to surrender.
My life was a delusion, 
I was such a pretender.

I got myself into some trouble,
Drinking and driving my car.
I could have killed others or myself, 
So they put me behind bars.

I was brought to the Hope Center,
Where I found love and was at ease.
I learned I have a physical allergy,
That is part of my disease.

Twelve steps guide my life.
We learn to love one another.
This unity we have - 
We are sisters and mothers.

I have a higher power now, 
Whom I choose to call my God.
He has carried me beside him
On this journey that I’ve trod.

No more guilt, shame, and remorse.
Acceptance is the key.
I’ve found a new way of living, 
For a wil l ing girl like me.

National Poetry Month

Burning Desire

Title Sponsor:  

Presenting Sponsor: 

 

Magna Cum Laude sponsor: 
UK Office of Philanthropy

You’re Invited


