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providing life-sustaining and life-rebuilding services that are
comprehensive and address underlying causes.

We Help. We Heal. We Give Hope.

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF HOPE
A brief look back

by Cecil Dunn, Executive Director

SHELTER • FOOD • CLOTHING • RECOVERY • EMPLOYMENT • HOUSING • HEALTH • MENTAL HEALTH • SOCIAL SERVICES • OUTREACH • EDUCATION

Client spotlight: Melissa “I owe it all to God and the Hope Center”
My name is Melissa and I am the mother of two amazing teenage girls and I am a recovering alcoholic/addict. I was a flight
attendant, bank teller, college graduate, and soccer mom; but I battled with alcohol and drugs since I was a teenager. My mother
introduced me to prescription narcotics so she could take me doctor shopping. She died in 2003 from an overdose of valium and
morphine, but she never thought she had a problem.
I lost my kids to my ex-husband in 2013 and started drinking heavily after that. I ended up getting a DUI at my daughter’s softball
tournament and remember waking up in jail; after 30 days in jail I was released and had a bottle of tequila waiting for me in the
parking lot.
I continued to drink until I finally reached the point that I prayed for death. I did not want to live the way I was living anymore. I
did the only thing I could think of, I called my dad and asked him to find me a long term treatment center online. The Women’s
Hope Center was the first place that had a bed.
I completed the program in January 2017 and worked as a peer mentor until October. Since
then, I have been living at the Rouse House and I am in training to be an assistant
manager at a retail establishment. And my girls are coming to Lexington next
weekend to spend the night with me! I have not slept in the same room with
my children for almost five years and I will be able to next week because of the
Hope Center.
I am happier today than I have ever been in my life. My daughter went to
church camp last week and sent me a message saying she forgives me.
My kids have a sober mom today and I am only a phone call away.
The promises are coming true every day in my life and I owe it all to
God and the Hope Center.

Visit hopectr.org to help.

Twenty-five years ago, on June
14, 1993, a group of people
gathered on West Loudon
Avenue to celebrate the
opening of a new facility. It was
a homeless shelter built by the
urban county government. The
building was the culmination of years of study,
civic activism, private philanthropy, public
discussions, and support
from the local, state, and
federal levels.

Bonnie Quantrell Jones and others – the Hope
Center would have ceased to exist. Instead,
with their help, it flourished.
Today, in 20 buildings overseen by the Hope
Center, around 800 men, women and children
find a safe place to sleep at night. They also
find programs that address addiction, mental
health, employment, social services, a path to
higher education, childhood development, and
more.

From the beginning the
building was known as
the Hope Center because
the city designated this
organization to use the
facility to provide services
to those individuals in
Lexington who are homeless
and those who are at risk of
becoming homeless.
At first, the Hope Center
consisted of that one
building, the Emergency
Shelter, where typically
140 men slept at night. In
the beginning, its financial
situation was difficult. It
is fair to say that without
critical support and sacrifice
from board members in
those beginning years –
members such as Don Ball,

In 1993, pictured from left: Debra Hensley, the Very
Rev. James L. Burns, Gov. Brereton Jones, Jean
Cravens and Mayor Pam Miller.

The people cutting the
ribbon in this photograph
knew well the hard work
and dedication that carried
them to that moment. I’m
confident they knew there
were still big challenges
ahead, but I think their faces
echoed the word above
their heads: Hope. So it has
been.
Many of you who are
reading this also have had a
hand in the continuing story
of the Hope Center and the
people it serves. Whether
with money, time, in-kind
gifts, or other support, you
have made it possible for
thousands of people to
find a way to turn their lives
around. Heartfelt thanks to
all of you.

WE HELP. WE HEAL. WE GIVE HOPE.
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Ball-Quantrell-Jones Recovery Center for Women
unveiled donation of furnishings

You Can Make the Holidays Special for Our Clients!
Give to others in a meaningful way this
holiday season by sharing with those
who need it most. The Hope Center
has many opportunities for families,
businesses and groups to donate and
get involved!

The Hope Center unveiled a donation of
furnishings for the new addition of the BallQuantrell Jones Women’s Recovery Center.
The unveiling featured several high-profile
speakers and attendees, including U.S.
Rep. Doug Collins of Georgia, sponsor of
important prison reform legislation.
The Coalition for Public Safety (CPS) and
the Justice Action Network, national
non-profit groups that seek to reduce
incarceration and prioritize treatment
for addiction and mental health issues,
donated the furnishings for the new
gathering space for women to meet with
their sponsors and visit with their children.
“Women are now the fastest growing
segment of the incarcerated population,
and the vast majority of these women
experienced a trauma that led to an
addiction that went untreated,” said
Holly Harris, Executive Director. “The
Hope Center is on the cutting edge

of programming for impacted women
that will enable them to become strong
and healthy, find jobs and care for their
children. I’m so proud the Coalition for
Public Safety could be a small part of this
day, and I look forward to a continued
partnership with this life-changing recovery
center.”

The program recently expanded from
75 beds to 105 beds and built a new
cafeteria, which also provides larger
meeting space. It regularly had a waiting
list of 40 to 70 people. This expansion
will help greatly reduce that wait and
increase the amount of meeting and
education space.

Come Celebrate 25 Years of Giving Hope!
From 1993 when the Emergency Shelter opened, we
have grown to help those who want to rebuild their
lives. We are thankful for the dedicated support of
current donors and supporters like you. As you can see
below, thanks to you, we have flourished and plan to
continue the battle against addiction, homelessness
and mental illness.

The Hope
Center opens
the Emergency
Shelter on W.
Loudon Ave.

1993
1995

The HopeMobile
and the Mobile
Outreach Team
begin operating
in downtown
Lexington.

It is time for us to celebrate all that has been
accomplished in the past 25 years. Please join us on
November 1 at the Ball Homes Night of Hope or on
November 12 at the Johnny Carino’s Hoops for Hope
event. See hopectr.org for more details.

Donate to our annual Client Christmas
Party. Each year, we make sure that all
of our clients are able to feel the love of
the holiday season by providing them
with new, unwrapped gifts such as long
underwear, gloves, hats, backpacks, bus
passes and coats. We also collect toys
for the parents of young children who are
in the Hope Center’s residential recovery
programs. For many of our clients,
this will be the only gift they receive at
Christmastime. Consider purchasing an
item off of the Hope Center’s Amazon
wish list, or hosting a donation drive at
your church or business.
Become a 12 Days of Christmas
Sponsor. This is wonderful opportunity
for larger groups to come together and
prepare and serve a special holiday
meal to Hope Center clients. The meals
can be as elaborate as you’d like- some
groups serve traditional holiday meals
with all the fixings, and other groups
do chili, spaghetti or taco nights. Our
12 Days participants really get into the
holiday spirit- singing Christmas carols,
bringing homemade desserts, candy
canes and cocoa.

Men’s Recovery
Program begins
operating

Women’s
Recovery
Program begins
operating on
Versailles Road

The George S.
Privett Recovery
Center for Men
opens with 110
beds

1996

2002

The Hope Center
takes over the
operation of One
Parent Scholar
House, formerly
Virginia Place

2008

2010

2001

Hill Rise Place
opens as a drug
and alcohol-free
housing units

2005

Lexmark
International
donates 12 acres
of land to give the
Hope Center
room to expand

2010

Rouse House
opens to provide
drug and alcoholfree permanent
housing for
women

Serve a meal at the Jacobs Hope
Cafeteria. While our Thanksgiving and
Christmas meal slots fill up well in advance,
there are plenty of other opportunities for
families and groups to come and serve.
Instead of a traditional office holiday lunch,
come and serve lunch to our clients! Wear
your festive attire and enjoy spreading
holiday cheer to our homeless clients.
Sponsor a family at our One Parent
Scholar House. This program provides
affordable housing, child care and support
services to single parents who are in
college. Our residents are working to
better themselves and provide a better life
for their kids. Our parents are on a tight
budget, and often struggle to provide gifts
for their children, especially at the end of
the semester. Our program staff can provide
information on sponsoring a family
who might not be able
to afford gifts this year.

Jacobs
Hope
Cafeteria
opens

Ball-Quantrell
Jones Women’s
Recovery Center
expands to 105
beds

2012
2012

To sign up for all these opportunities,
contact Carey Cairo at 859-225-4673 or
ccairo@hopectr.org. You can also visit
hopectr.org and fill out the volunteer
application.

Don & Cathy
Jacobs House
opens

2018
2013

Emergency
Shelter
renovations

Future

Opening of
new permanent
housing building
on Loudon Ave.

