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Special Don Ball Tribute Edition
As I said to him each and every time I saw him - he was my second favorite man on
the planet. I will be forever grateful for the support and kindness towards me, but
even more grateful for the kindness and support he gave to our Hope Center men
and women. Don was truly a gem and champion for those who needed it most.
-Cathy Jacobs

OUR MISSION: To care for homeless and at-risk persons by
providing life-sustaining and life-rebuilding services that are
comprehensive and address underlying causes.

We Help. We Heal. We Give Hope.

Remembering Don Ball: An Appreciation
by Cecil Dunn, Executive Director
Basic needs. I heard Don Ball say those
words a thousand times. He believed
in our obligation to see that the basic
needs of people are met, but his
ambitions were larger than that. He
understood that the way to lift people
out of poverty is to remove the barriers
that are holding them back. Don removed a lot of
barriers.
When Don looked at the homeless, the addicted, the
sick, the mentally ill, the poorly educated, and just about
anyone else in need, his first thought was to ask how we
can fix this and when do we start. The answer to that
second question was usually now.
Don had compassion for people in need. He had a
passion for helping them. He had a vision for how to do
that. He had the intelligence and business acumen to
make it happen.
For a man who accomplished so much, he was
personally quite reserved. He never had a desire to
draw attention to himself or gather praise. On the other

His life’s work was
building houses. His life’s passion
and purpose were helping others –
particularly those who were desperately
in need of a second chance.
–Cecil Dunn

hand, he didn’t hesitate to use whatever public stature he
had in order to persuade other people to help.
Every day for 20 years, if I didn’t talk with Don three or
four times on the phone it was because I was at his office
on Old Frankfort Pike, meeting, talking, and planning.
Our relationship grew over those years. We worked so
closely together for so long that it felt to me like we were
almost brothers.
One reason for that was the way he treated me. He was
the chairman of the board and I was executive director
and thus his subordinate, but he never treated me as
anything but an equal. There was nothing unusual about
that. Don Ball treated everyone as an equal.
Another reason may be this: Each of us grew up on a
farm, and neither of us came from privilege. We talked
about that a lot. I think it helped us to understand the
work we were doing. I think it helped us to understand
each other.
One day after talking over a long list of things, Don
looked up and said, “I am as proud of this work
as I am of anything I have ever done.” He
didn’t actually need to say that. It was
always obvious.
The other day, one of our staff
members asked me what I would
say to Don if somehow I had the
opportunity to have one last
conversation with him. The answer
was easy. I would tell him I miss him.

WE HELP. WE HEAL. WE GIVE HOPE.

Don Ball: Rebuilder of Hope and Lives
He Stopped the Doors from
Shutting 25 Years Ago
In countless ways, Don Ball’s vision and dedication
propelled the Hope Center to grow and thrive. In fact,
the Hope Center probably would have had to close its
doors decades ago if not for Don Ball.
With his business smarts, passion, and connections, he
pulled in a new board, the right leadership in Cecil Dunn,
and turned the organization around. But that was just the
beginning of his work to help the homeless, addicted and
mentally ill.

The Right Combination of
Compassion and Business Sense

Not only The Godfather of the
Hope Center but a FATHER! A
man of faith, attitude, teacher
of many, heart,energy, and
respect for all!

Mr. Ball possessed the right background that
combined successful business sense, real estate and
construction knowledge plus political know-how.
But the most important piece of this combination
was his compassion for those who had problems to
overcome.
To help create support for the organizations who
help those who needed second chances, Mr. and
Mrs. Ball started Barkham, a non-profit construction
firm that allowed them to supply charitable
construction and remodeling at cost. They built
One Parent Scholar House, the Hope Center
Recovery Program for Women, and the Chrysalis
House just to name a few.
Mr. Ball led the Hope Center to start a recovery
program for those afflicted by addiction to drugs

MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 6
Lexington, KY 40588
FACILITIES
Emergency Shelter
Ball-Quantrell Jones Center
for Women
George Privett Recovery
Center
Don and Cathy Jacobs
House
Jacobs Hope Cafeteria
Fayette County Detention
Center Recovery Program

HopeMobile
Hill Rise Place Apartments
Barbara Hardwick Rouse
House
One Parent Scholar House
PHONE
(859) 252-7881
WEBSITE:
www.hopectr.org

-Gordi Hyde
and alcohol, a major contributor to homelessness.
Then, when he became chairman of Kentucky
Housing Corporation, he worked with Governor
Ernie Fletcher to launch Recovery Kentucky, a
statewide program of recovery centers using the
Hope Center and The Healing Place men’s and
women’s programs as models. Including the four
model programs there are now 17 recovery centers
serving more than 2400 people from Harlan to
Paducah.
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Lifting Others to Self-Sufficiency
Recovery Kentucky, of course, is just one aspect of the
many things Don Ball did to help thousands of people
in need. In fact, it is difficult in this space to adequately
describe the scope of his accomplishments. Let us just say
that it was vast.
Don Ball arrived in Lexington to go to college with $100 in
his pocket, money given to him by his aunt. He understood
the effort needed to make one’s way in the world. He also
understood, and never forgot, the critical difference that
his aunt’s generosity made to him at that moment in his life.
He did all he could to make that difference in the lives of
countless others.

Mr. Don Ball,
champion of second
chances, authentic,
kind, accepting of all,
generous and a true
inspiration to anyone
who had the benefit
of knowing him.
-Connie Joiner

Don was a man who used his
many talents and gifts to not
only improve the lives of many
today but helped to create
programs and institutions that
will have a lasting effect on
many for years.
-Louis Hillenmeyer

Carrying on the Work to Be Done
On behalf of our clients, staff and board, we send
love and prayers to Mira and the family and to all
who miss him as we do.
We have lost a tremendous champion and an even
better friend. We are committed to carrying on his
legacy and continuing the fight for second chances.

